
Affordable Homes of South Texas 
McAllen Affordable Homes and CDC of South Texas were two

affiliated nonprofits that operated for years with missions to 
provide affordable housing to low-income families. They merged
into one organization, Affordable Homes of South Texas, to
reduce administrative costs. John Ale, a managing partner of the
Houston office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP,
handled most of the extensive corporate restructuring necessary for
the merger from Houston. Robert Calvillo, executive director of

Affordable Homes of
South Texas, described
how “the merger was a
relatively easy process -
not because we knew
what we were doing, -
but because of John Ale
and his diligence in
helping us to accomplish
our objective.” Mr. Ale
took an extra step and
flew down to the Valley

to oversee the final merger. He described the experience as a “great
privilege to help two terrific community development corporations
in Hidalgo County merge their operations. The board and the 
professional staff were helpful throughout the process.” 

Hays-Caldwell Women’s Center
Personnel issues can derail an organization from its primary

mission. The Hays-Caldwell Women’s Center provides education,
violence prevention services, and crisis intervention to victims of
family violence, sexual assault and child abuse. Scott Mellon of
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, LLP volunteered to assist the organiza-
tion with a complex personnel issue. Marla Johnson, the center’s
executive director, wrote, “I wanted to tell you that it was truly won-
derful to work with Scott H. Mellon. He treated our issue with pro-
fessionalism and was very thorough in researching legal issues

related to a personnel problem that needed to be addressed with
sensitivity. He gave us clear direction and addressed all of our con-
cerns. The issue was resolved to everyone’s satisfaction and we
were able to retain a valuable employee.”

Caritas of Austin: Do Good Deli
Caritas of Austin, like many other charitable organizations,

faces constant funding challenges in its fight against poverty, hunger,
and homelessness in Austin. The board decided to open the Do
Good Deli to bring in a steady stream of income for the nonprofit.
The deli caters business lunches and events and has walk-in down-
town clientele. Sarah Bremer, Marcus Brooks, and Ben Leff of
Vinson & Elkins formed a limited liability company to operate the
Do Good Deli. Beth Atherton, executive director of Caritas of Austin,
described how “Vinson Elkins’ in-kind donation allowed program
dollars to continue to directly benefit those who need services.”
“This was an amazing experience,” Sarah Bremer recounted. “As a
young lawyer it was great to be involved in a project with ample
client interaction. I felt like I ran the transaction and that was a 
great feeling.”  

Legal Guides for the Homeless: 
Street Smart 

Texas C-BAR, in partnership with Legal Aid for
the Homeless and Texas RioGrande Legal Aid
(TRLA), recently published a legal guide for the
homeless population in Austin: “Street Smart
Austin”. In an easy-to-read format, it describes the
specific city ordinances regarding panhandling, loi-
tering and other common legal problems that a
homeless individual might face. Hunton & Williams
LLP in three cities have taken on the task to create
“Street Smart Dallas” (attorney Amber Rogers),
“Street Smart Houston” (attorney W. Scott Matney),
and “Street Smart San Antonio” (attorney Jeffrey Walsh). All three
of these manuals are expected to be published within the year.
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Texas C-BAR’s Supporters:
January 1, 2007 – December 31, 2007

Cornerstones
Bank of America
F.B. Heron Foundation
JP Morgan Chase
Rockwell Fund
Wachovia Bank
Washington Mutual

Framers
ConocoPhillips
Haynes and Boone, LLP
Patton Boggs LLP
Reliant Energy, Inc

State Bar of Texas - Corporate 
Counsel Section

State Bar of Texas - Tax Section
Vinson & Elkins LLP

Builders
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Jennifer Bligh
Comerica Bank
Will Dibrell
Entergy Texas
Frost National Bank

Graves, Dougherty, Hearon 
& Moody, P.C.

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP
McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore L.L.P.
Debbie Ramirez
State Bar of Texas-Labor 

& Employment Law 
Travis County Women 

Lawyers’ Association
Good Neighbors
Cynthia Bast

Friends
Andres Almanzan
Chris Beasley
Richard Black

Wm. Terry Bray
Stephen Butler
Christian Callens
Patricia Campbell
Diane Couchman 
Louisa Hoberman
Nancy Rice Hudson
Thomas Hudson
Mary Keeney
Jay Kelley
James Laughead
Edmundo Ramirez
Roy Snodgrass
Patrick Swearingen
Tip of Texas Family Outreach
Ben Vaughan

Year Totals
CBAR 
• Leveraged over $940,000 in volunteer attorney resources for 

nonprofits and microentrepreneurs

• Assisted 218 nonprofit organizations across Texas and made 143

new pro bono referrals to volunteer attorneys

• Provided transactional pro bono opportunities to 110 attorney 

volunteers recruited from 31 law firms and corporate counsel 

departments

• Delivered 23 legal resource workshops delivered to more than 650

nonprofit managers, board members, and attorneys across Texas

• Published 

STREET SMART AUSTIN: KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!

LAMP
• Assisted 79 microentrepreneurs across Texas served through

10 new pro bono referrals, 47 in-house representations, and 22 brief

services and individual consultations

• Delivered 22 legal workshops to more than 172 microentrepreneurs

• Delivered 9 legal workshops to more than 122 technical assistance

providers

• Published 

RECORD KEEPING AND TAXES: A TOOLKIT FOR MICRO-ENTREPRENEURS

2007 Profiles

At a Glance

At a Glance



Texas C-BAR Welcomes 
New and Returning 
Attorney Volunteers   
From 10/25/07 – 1/24/08  

Jacqueline Abbott, ExxonMobil

Grant Adams, Hunton & Williams LLP

Yuliya Balabon, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP

Cynthia Bast, Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP

Zonnie Breckinridge, Hunton & Williams LLP

Gerald Buechler, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP

W. Stephen Cockerham, Hunton & Williams LLP

Elana Evans, King & Spalding LLP

Clarence Franklin, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Kimberly Glasspool, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Jill Greene, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Brad Grounds, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Herschel Hamner, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Lowell Harrison, Hunton & Williams LLP

Dean Hasseman, CITGO Petroleum Corporation

Gregory Hesse, Hunton & Williams LLP

Jeffry Hodges, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Amy Hunt, Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP

Jordan Kolar, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Amit Misra, CITGO Petroleum Corporation

Karen Monsen, Jackson Walker L.L.P.

Bethel Quander, ExxonMobil

Debbie Ramirez, Graves, Dougherty, Hearon & Moody, P.C.

Matthew Reed, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Anthony Shoemaker, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Jamie Smith, Vinson & Elkins LLP

Jamie Smith, Vinson & Elkins LLP

Virginia Swindell, Baker Botts L.L.P.

Shelton Vaughan, Duane Morris LLP

Greg Walker, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Tammy Wilbon, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP

Karissa Windsor, Jackson Walker L.L.P.

Melody Wirz, Baker Botts L.L.P.

University of Texas School of Law 
Community Development Clinic
Heather Way, Supervising Attorney

Scott Brown, Student Attorney

Patrick Fasoro, Student Attorney

Julie Gremillion, Student Attorney

Natalie Martinez, Student Attorney

Analisa Padilla, Student Attorney

Matthew Leslie, Student Attorney

Michael Hamilton, Student Attorney
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2008 Legal Workshop Calendar

The following is a list of Texas C-BAR and LAMP’s workshops scheduled for

February through May 2008. This list may be updated as new workshops are

scheduled.  For more information about any of these workshops or to request a

workshop in your area, call (512) 374-2760, or email info@texascbar.org

Texas C-BAR Workshops

Human Resources and Employment Law

March 5, 2008 — Midland

Sponsored by the Nonprofit Management Center. For more information,

please contact Cecilia Nelson at (432) 570-7971.

The Revised Form 990--Preparing for a New World

March 7, 2008 — Austin & Dallas

Sponsored by Pfizer. For more information. see our website at 

www.texascbar.org.

Legal Compliance Update

March 10, 2008 — Corpus Christi 

Sponsored by Texas Association of Community Development

Corporations. For more information, please contact TACDC at (512) 916-0508.

Risk Management 

March 19, 2008 — Marble Falls

Sponsored by Texas Tech. For more information, please contact Barbara

Walden at (830) 798-9548.

The ABC's of Risk Management

May 9, 2008 — Austin, Dallas & Houston

Sponsored by Pfizer. For more information, see our website at 

www.texascbar.org.

Lobbying & Legal Update

May 13, 2008 — Tyler

Sponsored by United Way of Tyler / Smith County. For more information,

please contact Vicki Harvey at (903) 581-6376. 

LAMP Workshops

Basic Legal Issues for Small Businesses

March 6. 2008 — Laredo

Sponsored by the Texas Center for Border Economics and Enterprise

Development at Texas A&M International University.  For more information,

please contact (956) 326-2550.



Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID

Austin, Texas
Permit No. 2837Texas RioGrande Legal Aid

4920 N. IH-35, Austin, Texas 78751

phone: (512) 374-2710 or (800) 369-9270, ext. 2710

fax: (512) 447-3940

email: info@texascbar.org

web: www.texascbar.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Texas Community Building with Attorney

Resources (Texas C-BAR) is a statewide business 

pro bono project that provides nonprofits with 

the legal tools they need to enhance the quality 

of life in Texas communities. Legal Assistance

Microenterprises Project (LAMP) provides legal

assistance to very small business owners. As a 

special project of Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Texas

C-BAR currently partners with law firms and 

corporations throughout Texas to help nonprofits

better the lives of thousands of low-income 

families throughout the state. For more information

about Texas C-BAR, LAMP, or to participate in our

pro bono program, please contact Texas C-BAR.

4920 N. IH-35, Austin, Texas 78751

phone: (512) 374-2710 or (800) 369-9270, ext. 2710

fax: (512) 447-3940

email: info@texascbar.org

web: www.texascbar.org

About Texas C-BAR
Andrés Almanzán
Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi & Galatzan, P.C.

Laura Bailey
Capital One

Cynthia Bast
Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP

Jennifer Bligh
Valero Energy Corporation

Genora Kendrick Boykins
Reliant Energy, Inc.

Brandy Copley
Dynegy, Inc.

David Duncan
ConocoPhillips

Michael S. Forshey
Patton Boggs LLP

Michael C. Li
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

Bryce Linsenmayer
Haynes and Boone, LLP

Daniel Micciche
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP

Peggy Montgomery
Exxon Mobil Corporation

Debbie Ramirez
Graves, Dougherty, Hearon & Moody, P.C.

Susan San Martin
Bank of America

Robert “Doc” Watson
Fidelity National Title Insurance Company

Sandi Williams
S. Williams, Housing & Community
Development Consulting 

Texas C-BAR Staff

Frances Leos Martinez
Executive Director

D’Ann Johnson
Legal Services Director

Vanessa L. Johnson
Staff Attorney, Houston

Andrea Beleno
“LAMP” Attorney

Rebecca Kuipers
Operations Coordinator 

Amber VanSchuyver
Law Clerk

Texas C-BAR Board of Directors


