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Attorney Volunteer Spotlight:
Bickerstaff Attorney Helps Lay a Cornerstone in the Colonias

A library is a key component of a healthy community, pro-
viding a center for learning and a locus for community net-
works. In many low-income, rural, and border areas across
America, a library is just another unattainable dream, and El
Cenizo was no exception. With the nearest public library
miles away in Laredo, children in the colonia were unable to
access resources they needed to complete homework assign-
ments, and the lack of a ready source of information was hin-
dering the development of this community on the border.

“A free public library is a cornerstone of a free and open
society, and we want that cornerstone of democracy just like
every other American community does,” explained Flora
Barton, President of All for Books in the Community (ABC)
in the border colonia of El Cenizo. Kristine Patrick at
Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley, Pollan, Kever & McDaniel, LLP,
helped lay that cornerstone. The mid-sized Austin firm recently
won an award from Texas C-BAR for its commitment to
transactional pro bono.

Local residents began working toward their dream of a com-
munity library in 2002 with the assistance of the Laredo office
of Texas RioGrande Legal Aid (TRLA). Diana Song and Israel
Reyna, attorneys with TRLA, referred the organization to
Texas C-BAR for assistance incorporating as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit, and Kristine quickly offered to help. ABC was able to
incorporate and get approval for 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status
with record-breaking speed.

Attending the ground-breaking ceremony for the library
was the highlight of Kristine’s experience. “I was able to meet
the board members, the local officials, and many of the chil-
dren. I look forward to working with them in years to come

as a volunteer,” Kristine said about the trip. She also brought
contributions she had raised from her colleagues at
Bickerstaff. D’Ann Johnson, Legal Services Director for Texas
C-BAR, collected books for the fledgling library.

The partnerships that have developed between private attor-
neys like Kristine, legal aid organizations, and nonprofits
working to improve their communities have made a tremen-
dous difference to the people along the border. “With more
knowledge and information, we will more confidently and
effectively participate in civic affairs,” said Flora. juy

Flora Barton of ABC (left) and Kristine Patrick of Bickerstaff
display libray plans and donation checks from Bickerstaff
attorneys.



Texas C-BAR Welcomes New
Board Members

Norman Henry is the President and Executive Director
of Builders of Hope CDC in Dallas. Norman has been
involved in the affordable housing field for over 12 years.
He is a board member of the Texas Association of CDCs
and enjoys affiliations with the Enterprise Foundation,
West Dallas Fellowship, North Texas Association of CDCs,
and Dallas Affordable Housing Coalition. Recently, he has
served on the Statewide Title Issues Summit and the city of
Dallas Affordable Housing Task Force to address barriers to
affordable housing.

Steve Stokes is a Community Investment Officer with
Bank One in Austin. Born and raised in Houston, he grad-
uated from the University of Texas at Austin with a BBA in
1978. Steve began as a lender, but has been in the commu-
nity development area for the last 14 years, coordinating
the bank’s efforts to serve low- and moderate-income areas
in Austin, Waco, Temple and Corsicana. Steve is currently
involved in a number of organizations and initiatives in the
Austin area, including Texas Home of Your Own Caalition,
Leadership Austin, Austin Asset Building Coalition, and
Financial Literacy Coalition of Central Texas.

We are excited to have leaders with Norman and Steve’s
expertise and long experience in the field of affordable
housing on Texas C-BAR’s board. Welcome!

Texas C-BAR Legal Resource
Library Update

The Legal Resource Library at www.texaschar.org
continues to grow. The Housing and Economic
Development Section has expanded to include an audit
for CHDO tax exemptions, links to jurisdictions that
certify CHDOs, and information on lead-based paint
regulations. The Texas C-BAR Nonprofit Tool Kit and
the Nonprofit Guide to Employment Law Issues in Texas
are now available in Spanish as well as English. These can
both be found under Texas C-BAR Publications. g

Texas C-BAR Welcomes
New and Returning
Attorney Volunteers

October 16, 2003 - January 15, 2004

Michael Anderson - Bracewell & Patterson
Julie Bergkamp - Cantey & Hanger
Catherine Brown Fryer - Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley
Gerald Buechler - Akin Gump

C. Joseph Cain - Clark, Thomas & Winters
Patricia Campbell - Graves Dougherty
Kathy Cannon - Hughes & Luce

Denise Cheney - Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley
Nathan Christensen - Baker Botts

Sandy Cofer - King & Spalding

Chris Converse - Gardere Wynne Sewell
Brandy Copley - Skadden Arps

Tamarah Feigl-Doyle - Haynes and Boone
Gaylan Fitzpatrick - Locke Liddell & Sapp
Doug Fohn - Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley
John Gangstad - Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley
Martin Garza - Hughes & Luce

Randall Glenn - Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley
James Gordon - Winstead Sechrest & Minick
Frances Hamermesh - Davis & Wilkerson
Justin Hoover - Winstead Sechrest & Minick
Mark Jones - Bracewell & Patterson

Jon Lande - 3M

Michael Li - Baker Botts

Michael Little - Skadden Arps

David Mendez - Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley
Christine Miller - McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore
Ashley Morgan - Baker Botts

Michael Newman - Gardere Wynne Sewell
Joel Overton - Baker Botts

Polly Powell - Baker Botts

Madhu Purewal - Bracewell & Patterson

Jay Reddien - Baker Botts

Amy Sanders - 3M

Morgan Sheinberg Warren - King & Spalding
Michael Smith

Carlos Sole - King & Spalding

Evan Tilton - Hughes & Luce

Daniel Timmons - Vinson & Elkins

Maria Vargas - King & Spalding

Marlen Whitley - Clark, Thomas & Winters
Bradley Young - Bickerstaff, Heath, Smiley




Special Thanks to Texas C-BAR’s 2003 Donors

With the invaluable assistance of our stellar supporters, Texas C-BAR has leveraged a total of
$1.9 million in free legal resources for nonprofits since our founding in 2000.

Cornerstones
Bank of America

Bank One

Fannie Mae Foundation
Houston Endowment
Meadows Foundation
Rockwell Fund

SBC Foundation

Texas Bar Foundation
Topfer Family Foundation
Washington Mutual
Wells Fargo

Framers

ConocoPhillips

Enterprise Foundation

JP Morgan Chase

Kayser Foundation

Skadden, Arps, Slate,
Meagher & Flom, LLP

State Bar of Texas - Business
Law Section

USAA Federal Savings Bank

Builders
Baker Botts L.L.P.

Comerica Bank

Dell Inc.

Haynes and Boone, LLP

Graves, Dougherty, Hearon
& Moody

Jackson Walker L.L.P.

Locke Liddell & Sapp LLP

Michael Li

McGinnis, Lochridge &
Kilgore L.L.P.

Patton Boggs LLP

Reliant Resources, Inc.

Sandra Erben Marquez
Foundation

John Scanlan

State Bar of Texas - Labor
and Employment Law
Section

Thompson & Knight LLP

Vinson & Elkins L.L.P

Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP

Good Neighbors

Debbie Ramirez
Southwest Bank of Texas

Travis County Women
Lawyers Foundation

Friends
Adams & Coker, P.C.
Andrés Almanzan
Cynthia and Jim Bast
Richard Black
Jennifer Bligh
Genora Boykins
Terry Bray

Stephen Butler
Johnny Carter

Sarah Cooper
Brandy Copley

Will Dibrell

Frost Bank

Stuart Hersh

Hughes & Luce, LLP
JC Penney Co., Inc.
John Henneberger
Mary Keeney

Frances Leos-Martinez
Bryce Linsenmayer
Jay Martin

Mike McKetta
Michael Kennedy
Mark Mouritsen
Pete Schenkkan
Cheryl Scott-Ryan
Karl Shackelford
Roy Snodgrass
Steve Stokes
Philip Svahn
Patrick Swearingen
Ben Vaughan
Scott Way

Gail Weatherby
Wade Williams

In-Kind

Donations

Chris Beasley - Graphic Design

Bracewell & Patterson, LLP -
Video Conferencing

Dottie Elliot - Database &
Website Support

Alegria Olivarez - Accounting

Alan Pogue - Photography

gy Pro bono legal services provided for 167 nonprofits
in 280 legal matters.
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2003 Outcomes

In 2003, Texas C-BAR's achievements
included the following:

gy 155 attorneys from 39 law firms and corporate
legal departments accepted matters through the
pro bono referral program.

iy 23 workshops on key legal issues were delivered to
400 nonprofit managers.

gy 180 legal documents, resources, and links
added to the free online Legal Resource Library at
wwwtexaschar.org.




About Texas C-BAR

Texas Community Building with Attorney
Resources (Texas C-BAR) is a statewide
business pro bono project which provides
community-based nonprofits with the legal tools
they need to succeed in transforming distressed
neighborhoods into healthy communities. As a
special project of Texas RioGrande Legal Aid
(formerly Texas Rural Legal Aid), Texas C-BAR
currently partners with more than 55 law firms
and corporations to help nonprofits build
communities and ultimately better the
lives of thousands of low-income families
throughout the state. For more information
about Texas C-BAR, or to participate in our pro
bono program, please contact the staff of
Texas C-BAR at:

phone: 512/447-7707, ext. 370
fax: 512/447-3940

email: info@texascbar.org
web: www.texascbar.org
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Texas C-BAR Board Of Directors

Andrés Almanzan
Mounce, Green, Myers, Safi
& Galatzan

Cynthia Bast
Locke Liddell & Sapp LLP

Genora Kendrick Boykins
Reliant Resources, Inc.

Brandy Copley
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom, LLP

David Duncan
ConocoPhillips

Norman Henry
Builders of Hope CDC

Allan Hilton
USAA Federal Savings Bank

Michael C. Li
Baker Botts, LLP

Bryce Linsenmayer
Haynes & Boone, LLP

Frances Leos Martinez
McAuley Institute

Jay Martin
Winstead Sechrest & Minick, PC

Edmundo O. Ramirez
Ellis, Koeneke & Ramirez, LLP

Debbie Ramirez
Vinson & Elkins, LLP

Steve Stokes
Bank One

Steven Tyndall
Andrews & Kurth LLP

Robert “Doc” Watson
Bracewell & Patterson, LLP
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